EUROPE LOOKS AT INDIA  .

of Europe fas the Renaissance undoubtedly did) ?^ What
precisely constituted this 'new inheritance of Asia' ? Do
we find it reflected to the same extent in works of art,
literature, or philosophy, as the culture of ancient Greece
and Rome was reflected in the works of the Renaissance ?

Some of these questions, we hope, will be answered
in this book. A few preliminary remarks, however,
will be necessary. Cultural relations are not established
by some vague entity called the human spirit, but by
men and women living within the particular historical
context of their age, and responding, due to a large va-
riety of motives, to an alien civilization. It is indeed
the problem of motivation that concerns us here most*
The fact that human beings respond to something that
is foreign to their outlook on life is in itself hardly of
anv significance at all, unless we can also determine the
reason, often hidden behind intellectual arguments and
ratiocination, that made them look in another continent,
be it for inspiration or knowledge or a new way of life.
For the motives that make men respond in one way or
another to an alien civilization are often elusive, and only
by a study of the historical context itself can they be
properly understood.

It is no doubt true that this growth of the Euro-
pean mind took place at a time when spiritually Europe
had become saturated with its own past and when in-
tellectuals longed for a wider and larger view of life
than the one'that confined them to cla'ssical antiquity
and Christianity, the two forces that had shaped Euro-
pean civilization during the last 2000 years. Western
scholars, long before Maeterlinck, looked upon the epa-
rahsed Eastern lobe5 as the only hope for the spiritual